Southfields Farm School Visits  - Risk Assessment  -   Review date:  August 2020 -  John Plumb & Richard Windridge







	Activity / Operation
	Hazard
	Severity 1-5
	Likelihood 1-3
	Risk Factor Severity       1-15
	Controls in Place and Action required by Visitors
	Outcome risk

	Vehicles entering, reversing and turning in farm premises
	Visitors and staff: tripping, crushing
	5
	2
	10
	Farm staff will advise visitors about any possible vehicle movements. There are clear traffic-free areas for the visit. Safe areas in the main yard are cordoned off with high- vis heavy duty tape. The main crossing across the farm drive has warning signs for farm traffic;  a staff member should open the gate for visitors to cross the drive. 
Children must be told not to run on the site and to remain within permitted areas.


	5/ low

	Using the tractor and on-farm passenger trailer
	Visitors tripping, falling off, machine out of control, impact due to collision


	4
	1
	4
	The trailers have been designed to HSE standards. Staff to ensure that passengers are seated, wheelchairs are secured using the bespoke straps and the gate is closed before moving off. The tractors and trailers are inspected weekly; a log is kept in the tractor cab. The drivers are competent and have a thorough knowledge of the farm.
	4/low

	Contact with animals
	Visitors and staff may pick up disease such as ecoli 0157
	5
	1
	5
	Visitors are asked to walk across the disinfectant mat on entry, then not to put their hands in their mouth after touching the animals or the pens. Before the group take a break or leave, they must wash their hands using the warm wash facilities provided on site, following the hand washing code.  Abrasions must be covered

	4/low

	Electric fence
	Visitors receiving an electric shock

	3
	3
	9
	As visitors prepare to enter the paddock, staff check that the electric fence is  turned off.  (The safe flag is hoisted on the flag pole.)
	3/low

	Visiting animal enclosures


	Picking up faeces on footware
	2
	5
	10
	Visitors are allowed to walk down central passageway and escorted into the petting pens for each enclosure. Animals or fowl can be brought into this pen just for petting.


	5/low

	Examining stationary farm machinery
	Visitors may trip, fall, become trapped 
	3
	2
	6
	Farm staff will check the correct parking of tractors, ensuring that hydraulically mounted equipment is safely lowered to the ground.

We will also check that nothing mounted on blocks could fall.
Ensure proper supervision of children to prevent them from clambering onto static equipment, whether in use or not.

	3/low

	Activity / Operation
	Hazard
	Severity 1-5
	Likelihood 1-3
	Risk Factor Severity       1-15
	Controls in Place and Action required by Visitors
	Outcome risk

	Pond or river dipping
	Visitors may trip and fall in, possibly drowning


	5
	1
	5
	We have tried to avoid steep banks leading down to water at ponds or the river.  However, deep water always constitutes a danger so please check all children at all times near water.
	5/low

	Activities around the farm, especially in the buildings and close to stacks of straw.
	There is always a fire risk, with associated burns, smoke inhalation.
	4
	1
	4
	The farm has the correct fire prevention equipment and a fire point.  Nevertheless we would ask teachers to educate the children prior to the visit about the consequences of fire in straw and to carefully supervise children on site.
	4/low

	Walking around the farm 
	Visitors grabbing or climbing loose gates which may fall over


	2
	2
	4
	 Farm staff have tied gates back to prevent them falling over.  We would, however, ask teachers not to allow children to climb on any gates, or to swing on field gates which can damage the hinges.
	2/low

	Visiting or working with livestock, especially donkeys
	Visitors may be bitten, bunted or charged, kicked


	4
	2
	8


	We only keep safe animals, but we still regard any animal as a potential risk.  Children must be supervised near livestock and not be allowed to run after them or scare them by sudden movements. 

Children must not walk directly behind the donkeys. They can be startled and suddenly lurch backwards or kick out.
	2/low

	Handling poultry*
	Scratches, flapping wings
	3
	3
	9
	Children are supervised when holding poultry and warned that if not held securely, the bird may attempt to escape using feet and wings.


	4/low

	Petting or working with sheep

	The risk to pregnant women of catching enzootic abortion


	5
	1
	5
	Enzootic abortion can be carried by sheep.  Whilst it is safe for children to handle the animals, any woman who may be pregnant should have no contact with sheep.
	2/low

	Activities around the farm
	Tripping on uneven surfaces


	2
	2
	4
	There is rough ground in fields.  Children should not run without permission.  Supervisors and children should wear suitable footwear.
	2/low

	Activities around the farm
	Insect bites


	5
	1
	5
	Stinging insects such as bees and wasps are fostered as native inhabitants of the countryside.  Children should be told to keep calm and not provoke insects. If stung, call the school first-aider
	3/low


	Activity / Operation
	Hazard
	Severity 1-5
	Likelihood 1-3
	Risk Factor Severity       1-15
	Controls in Place and Action required by Visitors
	Outcome risk

	Activities around the farm
	Sun burn
	3
	2
	6
	Teachers take responsibility for ensuring the children have protection.
	2/low

	Gardening
	Injury using the fork or spade. Treading on a tool left lying on the ground
	3
	3
	9
	Only the older children under supervision are allowed to use the full size tools, younger children will use the trowels.
	2/low

	Soil Activities
	Soil or material being put into mouth
	1
	3
	3
	All children wash their hands at the end of the activity
	1/low

	Whole Farm

	Covid
	5
	1
	5
	Maintain  social distancing and hand cleansing routine. All records of school visits  are available if required.
	3/low

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


